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Clinical Vignettes Worksheet

1. List the vaccine and preventive health recommendations for a 4-year-old indoor/outdoor, intact male DSH cat in your area. This cat has 2 housemates that are indoor only. Assume this cat received all the proper vaccinations and boosters previously. What else do you need to consider regarding this cat’s healthcare?






2. What would the preventive health protocol be for the household’s indoor cats in the previous question?






3. A new client comes into your clinic with a stray 6-month-old intact male Doberman pinscher mix. The client has grown attached to the puppy, and would like keep him. She plans to take him hiking on the weekends. Because the puppy is a stray, you have no history. Explain what vaccinations you would suggest to give and when they need to be boosted. What other healthcare recommendations would be appropriate for this patient? What are the potential consequences of vaccinating this puppy if it had just received vaccines from a rescue group 2 weeks ago, and you were unaware? 






4. A new client comes to your clinic and wants to know whether or not her cat needs to be vaccinated for FeLV. What questions might you ask the client to assess whether you would vaccinate this cat? 






5. You have an 8-week-old, female Golden Retriever puppy that is at your clinic for the first time. The breeder told the client to take the puppy to the veterinarian to receive its vaccines. The puppy is apparently healthy and has been appropriately dewormed. The client plans to use the puppy as a field trial dog, and it will go to a nearby training facility at 4 months of age. The puppy currently lives on a 5-acre ranch, and will have free access to the ranch. What would you recommend to the client regarding vaccinations and boosters? What other health procedures/treatments should you discuss with the client? 
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6. A client’s dog has not been to a veterinary clinic for the last 4 years. The dog is an 8-year-old, female spayed Cocker Spaniel. The patient is overweight (BCS 7/9) but otherwise apparently healthy on physical exam. The client wants to know what vaccines she requires. She is a beloved family pet that frequently goes camping and hiking in the wilderness with the owners. The dog received proper and full vaccinations when she was 1 ½ years old but nothing since. Please list what vaccines you will recommend and when those vaccines will be due again. Explain your answer. What other healthcare measures should be considered? 







7. An 8-year-old spayed female DSH presents for her annual examination. She is indoor-only, and has no housemates. List any vaccines you would recommend for her, the route of administration, and when the cat is due for her next vaccines. What other healthcare measures should you consider?








8. A client brings in a 3-year-old beagle for an annual examination. The client doesn’t particularly believe in vaccinations, and just wants the patient to be examined. How would you communicate with this client? Why might you recommend a Rabies vaccination (among others)? 







9. A researcher develops a killed bacterin vaccine for a new disease that is spreading across the country. Using what you know about infectious disease agents and immunization principles, suggest a vaccination schedule for an adult, naive dog and justify your answer. Include future recommendations in your answer.
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